The History of St John's Church

Scunthorpe was a small agricultural township in 1861 with a population of 368. By 1911 the introduction
of steel making had seen the population grow to 10,171. There was a need to extend the church
provision due to the expansion of the steel industry. Also, in 1890 Crosby was designated a new
ecclesiastical district separate from Frodingham, so a new church had to be built.
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Rowland Winn the first Lord St Oswald gave the land to the town and built the church of St John the
Evangelist at a cost of £20,000 (equivalent to £1.2 million today). The church was completed in 1891
and was consecrated on 15 April 1891 by the Bishop of Lincoln.

St John’s Church was designed by architect J.S.Crowther and built of local Frodingham ironstone. The
design of the church has many similarities with Manchester Cathedral as Crowther had restored the
cathedral just before working on St John’s Church. Crowther also designed an ornate font, pulpit and
choir stalls for the church and St John’s was the last building he worked on before he died in 1893.
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E. The church was funded and maintained by Lord St Oswald who gave a yearly donation of £20 until
20-21 Visual Arts Centre c 1907 and then after 1909 he gave £150 a year. Each ironworks usually paid £5 yearly. The first
gh”rfﬁ Square = Reverend was Edmund Akenhead. He paid towards the vicarage, cross and curates’ salary, while his
Df\f% 60-;%6 = wife paid for the altar and font. Later on, Reverend Boughton tried to make the church more self

o supporting.
tel: 01724 297070 50, 0
fax: 01724 297080 o S 3 The demise of the church was mainly due to its location, as the town developed in a westerly direction
www.northiinos.gov.uki20-21 - amegeutmens s’ 3 the congregation dwindled. The final service was held on 29 April 1984.
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